THE SALT TAX IN SOUTHERN INDIA,

PREFACE.

THE object which I have in view in publishing the following
papers is threefold.

1.   I am anxious  that Lord Hobarfc's  experience and
opinions should not be entirely lost to his country.    I wish
his words to live and carry on whatever good they may be
capable of promoting;

2.  I desire to give some record  of the  unwearying
effort with which he tried to secure the welfare of the-
people of   India,  and especially of   the   people   in   the
Presidency of Madras during the three years he was their
Governor,

3.  I wish to record his desire that his administration
should   rest   rather   on   permanent   principles   than   on
measures passed to suit temporary difficulties.

We hear very much about the anxiety of the British
people to protect our " Indian possessions/' but in ig-
norance or forgetfulness they are rarely reminded that tie
surest safeguard of our Indian Empire is to be found in the
happiness of the people of India. The jealous guardianship
of their well-being is an impregnable defence against all
foreign foes. The armament of a people's happiness is
consistent with reduced taxation, and with the rule of
a Sovereign whose glory may be that in her Eastern